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also presented here.




4t Planet from the Sun What does Mars
Mars represents the “Masculine mean in Shamanic

Principle”. For men, it is the man they

are intended to be in this lifetime. Ast rology?

For women, it is a symbol of their

longing for the “other” as wellasalarge M ars Archetypes

H {o“: ”
part of their “inner other ® The Natal Mars sign is the most important factor when

defining the role of the masculine in a person’s life.

Mars is looked at as neither good nor Essentially, there are 12 masculine “types” but a wide variety
. " . of each type exists

bad. It is seen as a “progressive” part of

a person’s Natal Chart ® Prior to Greco-Roman eras, Mars was known by many other

names around the world and wasn’t necessarily a “war god”,

. but was much more dynamic and expansive in its expression.
(o
Considered to be treated as a personal For vast majority of human history, there were no

planet” on a person’s natal chart “professional soldiers”



What are Synodic Cycles?

A synodic cycle is a way to measure the pattern of a specific planet or other celestial
object in relation to the Sun as viewed from Earth. A Mars synodic cycle is starts and
end with the point of the Sun-Mars opposition (also called a acronychal rise)

Mars-Sun Oppositions set the tone of the Masculine until the next Mars-Sun
Opposition. The average opposition to opposition is between 25-26 months

Mars is closest and brightest when in opposition
The Sign that Mars is in creates what is called in Shamanic Astrology, the “Overtone”

Mars spends the longest amount of time in the sign of the “Overtone” than any other
sign during its synodic cycle



The Mars Synodic Cycle

“*The Mars Synodic Cycle lasts on average, 26 months or 4 =
779 days I ¢ N

s*Mars’ Synodic Cycle begins when Mars is at opposition to \
the Sun, when it is closest and brightest to Earth (Mars
Rises as the Sun Sets)

**Mars is in retrograde when Synodic Cycle begins

**There are six phases to a Mars Synodic Cycle:
Birth/Emergence, Labors of Mars, Underworld, Rebirth,
Maturity/Knowledge, Metamorphosis



* We are born with both a Mars sign AND a Mars
“Overtone

=

Nt .« This overtone assists us in clarifying what
DEfI ni ng t h e version of the masculine that is emerging within
. us (any gender)
masculine
" < The overtone is akin to the matrix in which our
th ro Ugh th e u Se ' . Mars sign is being experienced (kind of like the

_ Of ”Overtone,, environment)

e Essentially, the intent of having an overtone
(and a Mars sign) is to live and explore the light
and shadows of that combination of sign and
overtone



* A Mars Return cycle is the time when Mars
comes back near the degree of a person’s

H natal placement of Mars (not as exact as
When dOes the ~  Venus). Closest approaches are at age 47

. and 79
Mars Return
~ A person has a Mars return every 15-17
CyCIe ta ke . years. The first takes place around age 2,
| p|ace? | *‘*‘ ' then ages 15, 32, 47, 62/64, 79, 94
o b

"« The Mars Return phases are like an entire
life cycle of a person, an evolution of
subtleties in about 26 months



How we Experience Mars
in our Lives

* Primarily in the form of relationships,
including romantic and other personal
relationships

e Through our Father or Father-
image/archetype (your Moon sign also and
relationship to Saturn)

e Every 15 or 17 years when we experience a
“Mars Return” (Ages 2, 15, 32,47, 62/64, 79,
94)

* Through other initiations triggered by outer
planets “transiting” our natal Mars position




The Mars Return Cycle in 6

For both men and women in all their

= PHASE O N E =~ Birth, Emergence and Youth — Begins at Mars-Sun Opposit < N

back to the degree of the Mars-Sun Opposition. Begins with the Sun/Mars Opposmo * ,
and representing the period from birth to age 12. This phase lasts for 2-3 months conta
with Mars P

’ PHASE TWO “~ The Challenges/Labors/

Mars/Moon conjunctions (8 to 11 in total) until Mars van 3
group of 13-late 30's--Begins when Mars returns to th
months, across the evening sky, until its entrance into

“ PHASE TH REE ~ The UnderworIdJ

“okeepa” of Mars, a spiritual trial. It lasts nearl
phase. This phase represents the masculine m

s -
for 3-4 months until Mars emerges visibl ‘:



THE MARS RETURN CYCLE IN 6 PHASES
FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN IN ALL THEIR GENDER EXPRESSIONS

Rebirth; Growth, Maturity and Wisdom — Begins

when Mars becomes visible until it reaches the sign of its opposition with
the Sun. Represents the maturity level of age 46-66, which begins with
Mars leaving the underworld as a very dim morning star and lasts until
Mars enters back into the sign of its birth (sign of Phase 1).

Elder Maturity and Knowledge — Begins with the

sign of past opposition with the Sun and ends when Mars enters the sign
of its next opposition with the Sun. This phase is symbolic of the age
period from 66 to 88.

Conception, Incubation, Gestation and

4 Metamorphosis — ends at the Sun-Mars Opposition This phase can be
thought of as beginning with CONCEPTION, and then the whole of Phase
Zero is pre-natal, and in the womb. until the BIRTH at opposition, and the
beginning of Phase One.



Mars is part of the Inner
Sacred Marriage Process

* Along with Venus and the natal Descendant, Mars is
a part of the Inner Sacred Marriage Process in the
Shamanic Astrology Paradigm.

* For women, in general, Mars is representative of
their inner masculine or animus. Mars facilitates an
initial longing for a specific archetypal image for a
woman. The longing can start with the father image
in a woman'’s life.

e Later in life, there is an awareness of the projected
“other” in the archetypal image of Mars and a

recognition of relationship patterns, motivating a
person to do their inner sacred marriage process.



The Mars Return Cycle
for women and other
gender expressions

This cycle is very similar to the one experienced by men, but its
focus is more about 2 factors:

* One’s archetypal masculine within
* The outer projected masculine

* Men experience it was a more “personal” emergence of their
own archetypal masculinity while women experience more of
their relationship with the masculine both within and without

Each of the 6 phases of the Mars points to an important part of
the maturation of the person’s relationship with the masculine as
shown in previous slides



ars at Opposition — October 13, 2020
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Mars in Aries

the incubation of the masculine

The sign most resonate with Mars is Aries

Aries’ essence is about mission-orientation, it is actional and a rugged-independence. It can be likened
to the Guardian of the Cosmic Order.

Aries is a fire-elemental form that is fast-moving, willful and strength of force and martial skills to
overcome obstacles.

Like all signs of the zodiac, Aries has been violated and corrupted over the last few thousand years in a
direction for fighting wars and subscription to professional armies and especially for men.

Aries is championed also, at the same time, as the ultimate and fiercest warrior and that this is a
“good thing” for society. Even today, warriors are shown in entertainment mediums as the ultimate
good vs evil in a black and white adversarial drama story that is perpetuated across the globe.



More on the Sign of Aries

Aries is the martial symbol of the 12 signs, the one most closely associated with the warrior
archetype

The intent of Mars in Aries is the freedom to choose to commit or be “all in” to a cause,
purpose and/or mission

Other ways to describe Aries is the rugged individualist, the velocity seeker, the alpha
person, the ronin or lone wolf and the defender of the cosmic order

Aries is a fiery, willful, actional, competitive and instinctual, spontaneous, decisive,
aggressively playful and enthusiastic

Aries is a sign that was violated at the rise of the Greco-Roman empires when the first true
appearance of professional soldiers rose upon the world (as early as 3000 years ago).
Aries is associated with the Roman/Grecian war God Mars/Ares, whose origins go back
thousands of years and war was not the most primary quality of those ancient gods.

This sign is intimately and deeply connected to the feminine and couldn’t truly be defined
without it



Extreme Masculinity

More on Mars in Aries and its fallout

Qualities of the shadow or toxicity of the
dominant masculinity

* Not allowing emotions perceived as “feminine” to show
(i.e. crying, empathy)

* Not appearing “weak” in front of others

* All about winning and dominance over others

» Self-Centered, egocentric and reactive

* Never admitting defeat leading to the denial of any loss
even if it means denying reality

* Being the “stronger” is “better”
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\ETEENTy Oppositi'
(Acronychal Rises)

Magnitude

Oct 13.20200%2 4/’/4&077@5 . /962
Sept28,138 - 2.75
Oct i 1941’ b ‘ - 284
Sept 24 1900 - 00° 42" Aries . > 77

Oct 20 1894 - 27° 31/ i\nes . 252

Future:
Oct 2 2067 - 09° 42’ Aries - 2.73




PHASE TWO
December 15, 2020 — August 23, 2021

* This is the longest phase of the Mars Synodic Cycle and
is highlighted by 10-11 months of time in the evening sky
where it meets the Moon on a monthly basis. These
monthly conjunctions with the Moon are known in
Shamanic Astrology as Labors / Challenges / Tasks.

* The challenges represent specific areas of growth for
the masculine varying greatly on the sign and \

constellation (including nearby stars) that Marsisin.
Phase 2 ends when Mars disappears in the glare of the \
Sun (15 degrees from the Sun). e




Mars Synodic Cycle Phase 2

PHASE TWO--Age 13-late 30's--Begins when Mars returns to the Birth degree (Mars/Sun opposition), and
continues for 10-11 months, across the evening sky, until its entrance into the Underworld when it is 15
degrees from the Sun.

This phase includes 10 or 11 Moon conjunctions with Mars, and is the longest phase. It slowly increases
in brightness. The research describes this phase as the "Labors" of Mars, or the challenges that a person
goes through from puberty through our most active and vital adulthood.

This time frame corresponds and begins with the remarkable cycles around puberty (age 13-16),
followed by the Nodal return at 18-19, followed by the accelerated Jupiter/Venus returns at 23-24, then
the Nodal Reversal at 27-28, then the Saturn Return at 29, followed by the Venus/Mars returns at 32,
followed by the Jupiter return of 35-36, and then culminating with the Nodal return and Saturn Square
around 37.

The Moon/Mars conjunctions by sign and constellation would more define the nature of the initiatory
process. So Phase Two would correspond to Age 13-our late 30's.



Mars through the Signs in 2020-2021.:

Aries June 27, 2020 - January 6, 2021

Taurus: January 6 to March 3
Gemini: March 3 to April 23
Cancer: April 23 to June 11

* Leo:June 11 to July 29

Mars enters Underworld August 23rd (Mars hidden in the glare pof
the Sun) — Phase 3

e Virgo: July 29 to September 14

* Libra: September 14 to October 30

Mars exits Underworld November 22nd (Mars appears in early
morning sky before sunrise) — Phase 4

e Scorpio: October 30 to December 13

e Sagittarius: December 13th




MARS, THE NODES AND THE US CHART

By Daniel Giamario

The Mars transit, together with the transits of the North and South Node, compel us, once again, to look in at the horoscope of the United States. With Mars moving through Gemini now,
as well as the North Node being in Gemini, this week definitely gets our attention.

The US chart, as rectified by Dane Rudhyar, shows the US Ascendant at 13Sagittarius10 and Descendant at 13Geminil0. Additionally, the US has Mars at 21Gemini22, as well as Uranus at
8Gemini55, all in the 7t" house.

Transiting Mars in Gemini will conjunct the US Descendant on Friday March 26%. Mars will exactly conjunct the transiting North Node the very same day: March 26! Looking ahead, Mars
conjuncts the US Mars in Gemini on April 8th.

Meanwhile, the axis of the transiting Lunar Nodes will precisely align with the United States DSC/ASC axis on Monday March 26 at 13Gemini22/13Sagittarius22. The Shamanic Astrology
Paradigm ™ uses a 6-month window for these initiatory time-frames, 3 months on either side. So, the Nodal alignment with the US DSC/ASC axis runs from December 26, 2020-June
26,2021.

The previous nodal alignment on the US DSC/ASC axis was June 6, 2002 through December 6, 2002 with the bulls-eye on September 6t. Strangely, just before this, Mars was also in
Gemini. Among the things that occurred then were: an 18-year stock market low, the beginnings of the attacks on Iraq, with hundreds of thousands protesting the US led actions, around
the world, there were major Israeli/Palestinian escalations, and the one-year anniversary of the 9/11/2001 event.

In recent posts, | have speculated on the Mars in Gemini transit, within the Aries overtone. And also, we had checked in on the US chart. With regards to the Nodal alignments, this is most
often quite positive and future oriented, and at its best, signifies collaboration with friends, partners, and allies; but only if the country is in alighnment with its original intent. Much the
same interpretation could be made for Mars conjunct the US Descendant.

This Mars transit and the Lunar Nodes transit are highly significant, and clearly, we are in their initiatory windows. And remember, without even taking into considering the US chart, Mars
conjuncting the North node on March 26%,is quite significant, in its own right. This relates to what Mars, in archetypal Aries can, in fact, learn from new and old insights coming from
emerging universal intent from the Galactic Edge, regarding the Gemini mystery school. If all this wasn’t enough, Mars will enter a rare out-of-bounds time frame on March 22M! Yet
another wild card.

Still to come July 29, the North Node is with the US Uranus. Relative to the US chart, the wild card has always been its Mars in Gemini, quite often at odds with the Aquarius Moon and
Sagittarius Rising idealistic and revolutionary intent. This next week should offer a lot of clues as to what is possible. And another thing to watch closely is the beginning of an 8-month
time frame of transiting Jupiter on the US Moon that begins April 16t
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Mars-Moon Conjunctions =
Challenges for the Masculine Aries Overto

Dec 23, 2020 - 24°02’ Aries (with Eris, square
Pluto)

Jan 21, 2021 - 7°00’ Taurus (conjunct Uranus,
square Saturn and Jupiter)

Feb 18, 2021 - 22°29’ Taurus
Mar 19, 2021 - 9°09’ Gemini

Apr 17, 2021 - 26°22’ Gemini (Between the
Horns of the Bull)

May 15, 2021 - 13°49’ Cancer

* Jun 13, 2021 - 1°25’ Leo

e Jul 12,2021 - 19°09’ Leo

* Aug9, 2021 - 7°06’ Virgo (near Regulus)



Mars in January, February and March

Dec 23 2020 #1 Conjunct Moon 24°02’ Ari 111 |Degrees PM Star
Mars squares Pluto / conjunct Eris 23°55’ Ari

Jan 06 | 2021 Mars enters sign of laurus 00°00’ Tau 103~ | Degrees tar
IETY) 13 2021 Mars squares Saturn 03°04’ Tau 99 Degrees PM Star
Jan 20 2021 . 06°44" Tau 95 |Degrees PM Star

Mars conjuncts Uranus
Jan 21 2021 ) ) 07°00’ Tau 94 | Degrees PM Star

#2 Conjunct Moon with

Uranus
(above star Menkar)

Jan 22 2021 Mars squares Jupiter 07°59’ Tau 93 Degrees PM Star
Feb 01 2021 Sun squares Mars (15 Quad) 12°47 Tau 90 |[Degrees PM Star
Feb 18 2021 #3 Conjunct Moon 22°29" Tau 82 |[Degrees PM Star
\VETs (1E] 2021 Mars enters signh of Gemini 00°00'Gem 76 Degrees PM Star
Mar 19 2021 #4 Conjunct Moon 09°09’Gem 70 Degrees PM Star
Mar | 26 | 2021 Mars conjuncts North Node 13°14Gem 67 |Degrees tar
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Mars in Gemini

March 3 — April 23

The Entertainer and Eternal Youth (Puer/Puella)

The Trickster, Game-Player/Creator and Shape-Shifter
or Coyote Magician

The Intent is to Learn to be Free from the Laws / Rules
Freedom of Mind

In the modern sense, this is Peter Pan, a more
androgynous version of the “masculine” — this image or
archetype can break the duality of gender, gender roles,
orientation and spirit of identity




AY'e ° AXTT:
[
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Apr 09 2021 Mars squares Neptune 21°43’Gem 61 Degrees PM Star
Apr 17 2021 #5 Conjunct Moon 26°22’Gem 58 Degrees PM Star
Between the Horns of the Bull
Apr 23 2021 Mars enters sign of Cancer 00°00’Can 56 degrees PM Star
May 11 2021 Mars squares Chiron 11°15’Can 50 Degrees PM Star
May 15 2021 #6 Conjunct Moon 13°49’Can 48 Degrees PM Star
Jun 05 2021 Mars opposite Pluto 26°27’Can 41 Degrees PM Star
Jun 11 2021 Mars enters sign of Leo 00°00’Leo 39 Degrees PM Star
Jun 13 2021 #7 Conjunct Moon 01°25’Leo 38 Degrees PM Star
Jun 26 2021 Venus within 10° of Mars 09°16’Leo 34 Degrees PM Star
Jul 01 2021 Mars opposite Saturn 12°20’Leo 32 Degrees PM Star
Jul 12 2021 #8 Conjunct Moon with Venus 19°09’Leo 29 Degrees PM Star
Jul 13 2021 Venus conjunct Mars (with Moon) 19°48’Leo 29 degrees PM Star
Jul 29 2021 Mars opposite Jupiter 29°52'Leo 23 Degrees PM Star
Jul 29 2021 Mars enters sign of Virgo 00°00’Vir 23 Degrees PM Star
Close conjunction with Regulus
Jul 30 2021 Venus leaves 10° from Mars 00°40’Vir 23 Degrees PM Star
Aug 09 2021 #9 Conjunct Moon 07°06’Vir 19 Degrees PM Star
Aug 18 2021 Mercury conjunction with Mars 12°48'Vir 16 Degrees PM Star
Very close together
Aug 23 2021 Mars enters Underworld in glare of 15°33’Vir 15 Degrees PM Star

the Sun
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Mars-Venus in July, 2021

There is one Mars-Venus conjunction on July 13, 2021 in the early evening sky

The conjunction takes place at 19° 48’ Leo, between the Crab and Lion
constellations

The waxing Crescent Moon is in conjunction with the two planets on July 12t

Between late June and late July, Mars and Venus will be highly prominent in
the west-northwestern sky after sunset

The potent connection in the sign of Leo activates radical, radiant self-love and
the creator-matrix and alchemy of both the masculine and feminine principles



Phase Three — Aries in the Underworld

Sundance Humility - Letting Go - Surrendering Attachments August 23, 2021 — November 22, 2021

Date Mars Sign Degrees from the Sun
Aug 23 2021 Disappears below horizon 15°33’Vir 15 degrees descends
Sep 02 2021 Mars opposite Neptune 22°06’Vir 12 degrees underworld
Sep 07 2021 Conjunct Moon 25°21'Vir 10 degrees underworld
Sep 14 2021 Mars enters sign of Libra 00°00’Lib 08 Degrees underworld
Oct 01 2021 Mars opposite Chiron 10°44’Lib 02 Degrees underworld
Oct 06 2021 Conjunct Moon 14°00’Lib Vs degree underworld

Conjunct Sun 15°05’Lib

degrees

underworld

Oct 09 2021 Mercury conjunct Mars 16°16’Lib Vs degree underworld
Oct 21 2021 Mars square Pluto 24°22’Lib 4% Degrees underworld
Oct 30 2021 Mars enters sign of Scorpio 00°00’Sco 07 Degrees underworld
Nov 03 2021 Conjunct Moon 03°07’Sco 09 Degrees underworld
Nov 10 2021 Mercury conjunct Mars 07°22’Sco 11 Degrees underworld
Nov 10 2021 Mars squares Saturn 07°40’Sco 11 Degrees underworld
Nov 17 2021 Mars opposite Uranus 12°15’Sco 13 Degrees underworld
Nov 22 2021 Rises in Eastern Morning sky 15°48’Sco 15 degrees AM Star

End of Underworld Phase




 Mars’ Underworld Journey begins officially on August 23rd

into the
ees from the S

S a variety of in
S, surre

tory
conditions

. Spiritually, this phase can be perceived as a kind of sun dance (Lakota) or okeepa

) a splrltu trial that is ultimately undergone in sefvice to the people and the
srser gy erworld

e At this time, Mars is totaIIy invisible and located at the other side of the sun.




Mars Synodic Cycle Phase 3

PHASE THREE--Late 30's-46--Begins with Mars entering the underworld. It lasts for 3-4
months, ending when Mars has separated from the Sun by 15 degrees and rises as a
very dim morning star.

We have compared this phase to shamanic death and rebirth, such as a Sun Dance or
Okeepa ceremony. Its a time of surrender, and either chosen or forced powerlessness
for the purpose of developing more humility and maturity.

This then corresponds to the cycles of the "mid-life crisis”, including the Pluto Square
(in current generations), the Neptune square and the Uranus opposition.

Therefore we are looking roughly at Age 37-38 up until possibly the Saturn Opposition
at around 44 or maybe lasting until the Nodal Reversal at 46.
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Whatis the
Underworld?

In ancient Greece, the underworld was the place of the hidden or invisible.

For many eons, the Underworld (globally) was seen as the literal place below
the Earth or Water or in the hidden areas and mysteries of the Wilderness or
Mountains.

Prior to the rise of the patriarchy, the Underworld was seen as “feminine” in
its energy. It was a place of death and rebirth, renewal, resurrection,
reconstitution of one’s self after surrendering.

According to James Hillman and the Jungian psychology thought, the
Underworld IS Psyche
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Mars Synodic Cycle Phase 4

PHASE FOUR--Age 46-66--Begins with Mars leaving the underworld as a very dim morning star, and lasts until Mars
enters back into the sign of its BIRTH.

This phase can last from 4-5 months and is in its morning star apparition. There can be 3-4 Moon/Mars conjunctions, and
Mars can ingress into 2-3 new signs. We have termed this phase as the Rebirth and Growth of Wisdom phase, just
following the Underworld initiation, and now hopefully more mature, less rash or with a need to prove anything.

This Phase begins possibly at the Saturn Opposition at 44, or even more likely at the Nodal Reversal at 46. Following that
approach this phase would include the so-called triple jackpot around 47-48. Then follows the really important Chiron
return/Saturn Square time at 49-51, followed by the Venus return/Nodal return time around age 56. Phase 4 possibly
ends with the 2nd Saturn Return/5th Jupiter return time of age 59-60. But an even greater possibility is that Phase 4
ends with the Saturn square/nodal reversal time of age 65-66.

| am tending towards the 65-66 time-frame because then the age 64 Double Venus/Mars return, as well as the Uranus
square at around 62, would be part an empowered this part of Phase 4,Growth of Wisdom.

And my experience has been that in our current time age 65-66 seems to indicate a greater life transition point than the
second Saturn Return at 59-60. In any case, this Phase ends with the movement of Mars back into its Birth overtone sign.




Mars Aries Cycle 2020 - 2022

Phase 1 - October 13, 2020
December 15, 2020

Phase 2 — December 15, 2020 to
August 23, 2021

Phase 3 — August 23, 2021 to
November 22, 2021

Phase 4 — November 22, 2021 to
May 24, 2022

Phase 5 — May 24, 2022 to
August 20, 2022

Phase 0 — August 20, 2022 to
December 7, 2022



Resources

This Mars Webinar contains original material from Daniel Giamario, Erik
Roth and the Shamanic Astrology Mystery School.

* Stellarium Night Sky software

* Solar Fire Gold astrology software

* http://www.constellationsofwords.com/

* Star Lore by William Tyler Olcott

* The Origins of the Shamanic Astrology Paradigm by Daniel Giamario

* Under Saturn’s Shadow: The Wounding and Healing of Men by James Hollis

* A Terrible Love of War by James Hillman

* Star and Planet Combinations by Bernadette Brady

* More Mathematical Astronomical Morsels by Jean Meeus

* The Shamanic Astrology Handbook (2012 & 2014 Editions) by Daniel Giamario with Cayelin Castell

* A Shamanic Investigation of Venus and Mars by Daniel Giamario (Original article featured in “The Mountain Astrologer” in
1997)

* Inspired by ancient cultures throughout the world
Includes photos of planets from NASA

© 2021 Daniel Giamario, Erik M Roth and the Shamanic Astrology Mystery School



http://www.constellationsofwords.com/
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